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DEP Takes Action to Increase Water Levels in Lake Okeechobee

West Palm Beach – Today the Department issued an Emergency Order to allow the South
Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) to implement backpumping for water supply
augmentation.  Extensive water quality monitoring is required under the Order.  In addition, the
water management district will be required to do several mitigation projects and will assist the
Department in a full assessment of the environmental impacts that may have occurred during the
period of the Order.  This assessment may lead to additional mitigation projects.  The Order will
expire at the end of the upcoming wet season, or when the lake levels are restored to their envi-
ronmentally determined minimum levels, whichever comes first.

“I recognize that there will be some water quality impacts to the Lake,” stated Melissa L.
Meeker, DEP’s Director of District Management  “but I don’t see any other alternative consid-
ering the severity of this drought.  We need to balance the protection of the Lake with the need
for water supply and I feel this order tries to reach that balance.”

The State is still very much committed to the restoration of Lake Okeechobee and will continue
to develop long range actions for accomplishment of this goal.
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